THE TRAGEDY OF RAMSAY MACDOMALD
He was enough of a Parliamentarian to know all the dodges
with which an unfriendly Opposition can obstruct and even
destroy a Government.
' I have a lively recollection/ he went on, * of all sorts '
of ingenuities practised by Oppositions in order to spring a
snap division upon a Government, so that it might turn it
out upon a defeat. I have known bathrooms downstairs
utilized, not for their legitimate purpose, but for the illegiti-
mate purpose of packing as many Members surreptitiously
inside their doors as their physical limitations would allow.
I have known an adjoining building, where there happens
to be a convenient Division Bell, used for similar purposes.
I have seen the House, practically empty when the bells
began to ring, suddenly transformed into a very riotous
sort of market-place by the inrush of Members, doing their
best for their nation, for the House of Commons, and for
their Party, to find a Government napping, and to turn it
out upon a stupid issue.'
He was not going out on any such issue,
He then proceeded to define the issue which would compel
resignation.
1 The Labour Government will go out if it be defeated
upon substantial issues, issues of principle, issues that really
matter. It will go out if the responsible leaders of either
Party or any Party move a direct vote of no confidence
and carry that vote. But I propose to introduce my business,
knowing that I am in a minority, and claiming the privileges
that attach to those responsibilities,'
He >had not been speaking for many minutes when the fluty
falsetto of Sir Kingsley Wood was heard. MacDonald's most
pertinacious antagonist was deliberately endeavouring to
throw the Premier off his balance by an interruption just as
he was at the most important part of his speech, when the
orator was earnestly endeavouring to establish sympathetic
contact with his audience.
MacDonald brushed him aside and went on undisturbed.
His purpose was reassurance ; he sought to stress his political
orthodoxy and to allay anxiety.